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The Diversity Luncheon speaker was supposed to have been Valerie Jarrett from President Obama’s staff; however, she was called away to assist the President at the last minute.  Instead, Roy Juarez, Jr. was asked to step in.  Roy is a young man who grew up on the streets in Dallas (and other locations) as a homeless teenager, at first trying to take care of a younger brother and sister.  They were eventually placed in foster care, but he stayed on the streets.  In the mid-1990’s, when FEW was holding an NTP in Dallas, Roy sneaked into the conference, intent on finding a plate of food (which he did).  That FEW conference changed his life.
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Roy Juarez, Jr.

At the conference, he heard then Colonel Consuelo Castillo Kickbusch speaking about taking charge of ones own life and achieving one’s dreams.  He listened, but he wasn’t prepared to take the right steps.
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(Ret.) Col. Consuelo Kickbusch, U.S. Army

Years later, he had an opportunity to meet Colonel Kickbusch and they connected.  She became his mentor.  As she said, “A mentor isn’t your friend.  A mentor is someone who will tell you what you need to hear about yourself and push you in the right direction.  A mentor won’t sugar-coat what needs to be said.”

Eventually, Roy got his act together and graduated from college, reunited with his mother and stepfather, and each of his siblings.  He is now homeless by choice, as he tours America, bringing the plight of the homeless to America’s attention.  He donates his proceeds to homeless shelters.  And, their story has been published in “Chicken Soup for the Soul:  Extraordinary Teens” (page 155), with a mention for FEW, too. (
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