“Around the Training Table” by Jayne Cousins, Regional Training Chair

September is here and it’s “Back to School” time for school children and college students once again.  I am happy to say that I will be heading back to college at night this semester to take a financial planning course paid for through the Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) at IRS.  When my grandfather passed away many years ago, my grandmother could not balance a checkbook and had no clue about their financial situation as my grandfather had always taken care of that himself.  I think financial literacy is so important that I am considering becoming a financial planner/educator.  However, I am focusing life-long learning this month.

Life-long learning is more than training or continuing education.  Learning new skills and acquiring new knowledge cannot be restricted to formal education settings.  One of the best free resources available is your public library.  In addition to loaning books, music CDs, DVDs, books on tape, and magazines, most libraries have computers available with internet access.  Some libraries also have museum passes for their patrons.  Your taxes pay for your local library; find out what your library has to offer!

Local community centers and community colleges may offer special internet classes.  Classes include topics such as cooking, wine-tasting, arts and crafts, yoga, interior design, photography, conversational Spanish, computer applications, and home maintenance, just to name a few.  Most of these classes are reasonably priced and are offered at night for people who work during the day.  This is also a great way to meet new people to add to your network.

The internet also offers a wealth of information.  Many webinars are available for free from non-profit organizations such as the FEW Foundation for Education and Training, which will be offering “A Purse of Your Own:  7 Wealthy Habits of Successful Women,” on September 16, 2010, at noon ET.  Register for free at www.fewfoundation.org and click on the Webinar link.  To view/listen to previous webinars, click on the Webinar Recordings link.

FEW offers an annual week-long training program at the national level every summer at the National Training Program (NTP).  All federal agencies have money set aside for training each year.  If you have not been to the NTP, I encourage you to find out the procedures to apply at your own agency and also look into the regional and national scholarship opportunities.  I have been fortunate to attend the NTP each of the last four years by receiving agency funding, the national scholarship, the regional scholarship, and one year I paid out-of-pocket.  I can’t say enough positive things about the NTP; it is a great week of training and networking.  The next NTP will take place in Philadelphia, PA in July 2011.  I will provide more information on the application process in coming months.

Every region of FEW offers an annual training program.  Here in the Northeast Region, we offer two annual Regional Training Programs (RTP).  The spring RTP is in the Greater Boston area near our two Massachusetts’ chapters.  The autumn RTP is in the New York City area for the three New York and one New Jersey chapter members to attend.  Some members have requested to have their agency pay the registration fee or have asked for an administrative day to attend the RTP.

I once heard someone say we learning new every day.  The famous painter Grandma Moses didn’t begin painting until she was into her 80’s and painted some of her most famous works in her 90’s.  Considering going back to school, taking a special interest class, or finally learning to play the piano?  There’s no time like the present.  Grandma Moses would encourage you to do so and so do I.
� Editor’s Note:  The FEW Foundation also offers discounted classes in over 300 courses for as low as $99 per course to anyone who wishes to enter through the � HYPERLINK "http://www.Ed2Go.com/fewed" ��www.Ed2Go.com/fewed� portal.  While you’re checking out educational resources, add this site to your list.





