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	NWHM LEGISLATION RE-INTRODUCED
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On March 25, 2009, Representative Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) [emphasis added] re-introduced the National Women's History Museum Act (H.R. 1700) in the House. That evening NWHM held a reception at the new Capitol Visitor Center to celebrate National Women's History Month and to honor Rep. Maloney for re-introducing the bill. Thank you, Representative Maloney.
 
The legislation was previously introduced in the last Congress in July 2008. With time tight and the financial crisis looming, the bill did not pass and it was necessary to re-introduce it in the new Congress. H.R. 1700 co-sponsors include Representatives Marsha Blackburn (R-TN), Madeleine Z. Bordallo (D-GU), Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV), Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) [emphasis added], Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL), Mary Fallin (R-OK), Mazie K. Hirono (D-HI), Marcy Kaptur (D-OH), Carolyn C. Kilpatrick (D-MI), James P. Moran (D-VA), Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC At-Large), Janice D. Schakowsky (D-IL), and Diane E. Watson (D-CA). More are welcome.
 
Senator Susan Collins (R-ME) [emphasis added] is re-introducing the Senate companion bill, the National Women's History Museum Act of 2009, after the Congressional Spring recess.  (Click here for the full joint Press Release.)


How can you help?  Encourage Representatives and Senators to co-sponsor the NWHM legislation and urge swift passage of the bills!
 
Easter recess is not so hectic as when Congress is in session so it's a good time to reach out to contacts urging them to co-sponsor.  Interested House Members can sign onto H.R. 1700 by contacting Orly Issacson in Congresswoman Maloney's office at 202-225-7944.
 
Likewise, please encourage Senators you know to sign on as original co-sponsors of the companion Senate bill. The Senator's legislative staff should then contact Amanda Wood in Senator Collins office directly at 202-224-2681.

It is also urgent that you send a letter to your Representative to assure swift passage of H.R. 1700 and to your Senators urging passage of the companion bill. Information and sample letters are available on the NWHM website www.nwhm.org.
NWHM LAUNCHES ITS BLOG
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On March 26, 2009, NWHM launched its first online blog. The blog was created to inform the general public of NWHM's initiatives and to provide a forum for visitors to discuss women's history. To explore the blog, please click here.

NEWS FROM THE NWHM COALITION
 
GFWC Reaches Out to Help Rebuild New Orleans
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The General Federation of Women's Clubs invites members, leaders, and friends of all women's organizations to join them for a special volunteer opportunity-helping to rebuild homes and bring families back to New Orleans! GFWC members are traveling to New Orleans for the week of May 18-22 to participate in Rebuilding New Orleans Together, a project of the Preservation Resource Center. Volunteers pay a $250 participation fee and their own transportation to and from New Orleans; lodging, meals, and other transportation are provided. Join them for this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity! Visit www.GFWC.org/NewOrleans for more information.

 
AAUW Celebrates Pay Equity Day Month 2009 - Are We Progressing?
To match men's earnings for 2008, women have to work from January 2008 to April 2009 - an extra four months. In recognition of this inequity, Equal Pay Day will be celebrated on April 28, 2009 for the continued fight for pay equity. For instance, only a year out of college, women working full time already earn less than their male colleagues, even when they work in the same field. Ten years after graduation, the pay gap widens. AAUW presents resources to help you prepare for Equal Pay Day including AAUW's Pay Equity Resource Kit with a variety of useful resources to help take action on the Equal Pay Day and beyond.   There are many other resources that are available at www.aauw.org.  
 

BPW/USA Uses Newest Technology to Reach Out to Members and the Public
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BPW/USA demonstrated its commitment to 21st Century technology at its Policy and Action Day on March 31.  BPW/USA members and top representatives from the White House, Capitol Hill and other major associations could view questions and comments coming in via Twitter for the standing room only audience.  Additionally, BPW/USA has an important vote coming up to affirm new organizational changes with members beginning to vote April 15. A series of Webinars are already scheduled and listed on www.bpwusa.org to explain the changes so that all members will be informed when they vote. 
  

National Association of Commissions for Women Promotes Healthy BONES
The NACW has partnered with Proctor & Gamble on a unique toolkit to assist NACW member commissions in educating their communities on osteoporosis.  NACW also shares the news of FDA approved treatment options that will help women (and men) fight this debilitating disease.  Go to www.nacw.org for more information.


 
Kudos, Changes and Conferences
-- Each year the American Society on Aging (ASA) presents its ASA Award to an individual who has made an outstanding national-level contribution to the field of aging.  This year the recipient of the award was OWL's newly-elected board president, Dr. Donna Wagner. Congratulations to Dr. Wagner on both honors.

-- Congratulations to Dr. Patricia Shields, who was re-elected as Chair of the Section for Women in Public Administration of the American Society for Public Administration, and to Becky Schergens, past Chair, who was awarded the Joan Fiss Bishop Award for outstanding leadership in promoting women in public administration, during the recent ASPA National Conference in Miami, FL.

-- The 11th Annual Uncommon Height Awards Gala honoring Dr. Dorothy I. Height will be held on June 4, at the Hilton Washington. Please go to www.ncnw.org for more information.

-- OWL also has new headquarters at 1828 L Street NW, Suite 801, Washington, DC 20036, 1-800-825-3695.  The direct line for the Executive Director Ashley Carson is 202-234-5345 and she can be reached at acarson@owl-national.org.

-- MANA has announced that registration is open for the 2009 Latina Health and Wealth Educational & Training Conference, May 21-23, 2009 at the Doubletree Hotel in Crystal City, Arlington, VA.  To learn more about the Conference and Registration, go to www.hermana.org.
  
-- The National Federation of Press Women is holding its Board and Committee meetings in Arlington, VA, April 16 - 18, 2009 and has also announced that its 2009 Annual Meeting will be held in San Antonio in September 2009.




